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So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
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FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL  UNI-
VERSITY AND FLORIDA POWER
AND LIGHT PARTNERSHIP

(Mr. CURBELO of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CURBELLO of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of the newly announced partnership
with Florida International University,
a nationally respected institution of
higher learning in my district, and
Florida Power and Light.

FIU and FPL are working toward
providing cleaner energy solutions to
south Florida, something I whole-
heartedly support. The project involves
the installation of more than 5,700
solar panels on 23 canopy-like struc-
tures that will be constructed over the
next few months in FIU’s engineering
center parking lot. Engineering stu-
dents at FIU will directly monitor the
amount of energy generated from these
solar panels and the effects they have
on the electricity grid that provides
power for south Florida.

It was recently announced that FPL,,
which already is the largest generator
of solar energy in Florida, is expected
to triple its presence in the business by
2016. Such an undertaking is only pos-
sible with talented and capable stu-
dents, and I am glad to see FPL is help-
ing to train a new generation of engi-
neers that will create fresh solutions
for our energy needs.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate FIU and FPL on their
partnership and wish them success. I
look forward to visiting the campus
soon and seeing the progress being
made.

——————

OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY
OPERATIONS

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, this
year’s Defense Appropriations bill re-
lies on adding an additional $38 billion
into the overseas contingency oper-
ations account, the OCO account. This
budgeting gimmick is an end around to
sequestration. It avoids the hard work
that is required to reach a budget
agreement and repeal sequestration
once and for all. OCO funds are sup-
posed to be used for war operations,
and their use in the legislation mis-
leads the American people.

The sequester cuts continue to have
devastating impact on our schools, our
Nation’s infrastructure, and our invest-
ments in scientific research. Now is the
time to fix this sequester, not deceive
the American people about defense
spending.

Our servicemembers and their fami-
lies deserve to know their future more
than just 1 year at a time. As a nation,
we need to base our military strategy
on an appropriate, long-term defense
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spending plan, not a budgetary gim-
mick.

Mr. Speaker, I voted for this legisla-
tion because we cannot leave our
troops who are currently in harm’s way
without funding. As the appropriations
process moves forward, I urge my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle to
provide our military with the long-
term support it needs and the Amer-
ican people with the transparency that
they deserve.

——

IN MEMORY OF LOWELL ROBINSON

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, tonight
I rise in fond memory of a friend from
Nevada County, Lowell Robinson, who
is a community icon who passed away
just recently at age 86.

Born in Nevada City in April 1929, his
entrepreneurial career started in 1949
when he designed equipment for a local
sawmill. A few years later, he began
the logging business known as Robin-
son & Sons. In 1971, he helped establish
Robinson Enterprises, which includes
gold mining, road construction, log-
ging, and petroleum distribution and
sales.

Mr. Robinson was an active sup-
porter, in many ways, of the Nevada
County community. Indeed, he was a
very Kkind gentlemen, liked by every-
body, and his legacy will be felt for
many, many years in the work he did
for helping United Way, FFA, 4-H, Boy
Scouts. Just about anything worth
doing, he was involved with in Nevada
County, including my own personal
travels.

This little old Indian Springs school
still stands where he attended and his
family owns. I hope some day they can
renovate it in his honor.

So I join the community of Nevada
County in mourning this loss, a great
friend, a personal friend of mine who
was always a kindhearted person whom
you just got along great with. Our con-
dolences go out to Wanda and his whole
family.

——————

ADMINISTRATION’S FOREIGN POL-
ICY IS A SERIOUS MISCALCULA-
TION

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
have generally admired President
Obama’s bold foreign policy decisions.
However, the administration’s latest
announcement to send an additional
450 U.S. military advisers to Iraq and
to arm the Sunni tribes, the Shia
forces, and the Kurdish Peshmerga,
alike, is a grave misjudgment.

Arming the Sunni tribes could under-
mine Iraqi Prime Minister Abadi and
the central government the U.S. is try-
ing desperately to prop up. Sunni as-
sistance may, in turn, push Iran to
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